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Experiencing how technology is a great aid and facilitator in the learning process; is something I like to share with my students every class. While doing so, I learn something new every day that continue to transform me from a traditional classroom teacher to an active user of technology in my teaching career. 

I greatly appreciate the opportunity to practice two of my mini lesson plans on Desire to learn platform. My experience is proof that creating online lesson plans is very time consuming, especially when using a platform for the first time. It took many trials and correcting many errors to finally be able to complete and upload my materials. I certainly enjoyed my adventure, but was hoping if the help / tutorial section had any video or audio clips to elaborate on the provided texts. Many professionals, who work remotely, receive online training on the platform they will be using. I am wondering if that is something similar that universities provide to their professors when they first start working on a new environment / platform.

I also attended a couple of webinars presented by foreign language college professors, who admitted that planning for their semester can initially take up to 10 hours just to complete their online materials.  I can see that using technology at times can distract the teachers’ attention and put a burden on their schedule, when they can use this time to find or create more effective teaching materials. 

I believe that my experience with D2l enriched my knowledge in using an online platform in teaching Arabic. With every new material I add, I learn something new. I am greatly thankful for the opportunity and looking forward to explore more in D2l or other platforms to continue utilizing technology to better help my students.
