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How can I maximize my students’ learning achievements throughout their learning journey? That is a question most teachers strive to address by gathering effective tools in order to help them reach their teaching goals. A few decades ago, teachers were introduced to a very important tool that reshaped the learning environment for both students and educators. Technology became a new way to enhance and complement the teaching process.  Using technology in teaching, gives promises to improve the learning experience and its outcomes. ICT or Information and Communication Technology have pervaded the fields of education. In recent years the term “e-learning” has emerged as a result of the integration of ICT in the education fields, Tanyebinik, 2012.  The amount of applications and preferences of technology in the education process varies within a wide spectrum from traditional classroom with little technology usage to a complete online class.  According the Michigan department of Education, Nicole Greay said, online learning is a structured learning activity that utilizes technology with internet-based tools and resources as the delivery method for instruction, research, assessment, and communication. Following the application of this technology into teaching, some pitfalls have been identified and this has led to the “Blended learning” phenomenon, Tenyebinik 2012.  Rovai and Jordan (2004) claimed that blended learning is a mixture of online learning and classroom that contains some of the facilities of online courses with the presence of face-to-face communication. Other researchers believed that the system called blended learning integrates face-to-face instruction with computer mediated one (Graham, 2006; Stubbs, Martin & Endlar, 2006; Akkoyunlu & Soylu, 2006). The effectiveness of blended learning vs. online learning has been debated among teachers and education institutions. The aim of this paper is to argue the superior advantages of the blended learning model over exclusive online learning, considering some academic reviews and statistics that support these arguments.  In addition, this paper explores one example review that presents the insignificant differences between blended learning and online learning.  However the weakness of this study’s analysis (its data collections and findings) will in fact prove the advantages of blended learning over the online format.  Accordingly, it’s believed that blended learning started to become recognized as the leading education model for the most successful learning experiences.    
“Blended or E-Learning?” is a study by,  Taybinik that investigates different learning  methods and their advantages, such as  blended learning,  face to face learning as well as online learning.   Taybinik claimed that online learning has proven to negatively impact certain aspects of the learning process and its outcomes. Since e-learning environments present some disadvantages, such as inhibiting the socialization process of individuals, resulting in the lack of face-to-face communication; a new environment has surfaced which is blended learning, Taybinik 2012.  The fact that there is no immediate interaction between students and teachers in online learning affects the students’ motivations toward gaining a deeper understanding for the target skill. For example, students’ discussion in a foreign language class enriches the students understanding of using new vocabularies and the different ways they can be used.  It will be extremely different when each student listens to audio files that only introduce him or her to the pronunciation of the new vocabularies / linguistic target skills.  Students’ communication in the classroom positively adds extra resources that teachers greatly welcome, to complement the academic curriculum benefits.  Chen and Jones (2007) outlined other advantages of blended learning, such as a deeper understanding of topics by using web-based resources as well as active participation in class. Furthermore, online learning engagement provides an interactive setting for communication among teachers and students in the classroom and may facilitate cooperative activities even beyond the classrooms (Yuen, 2010). Usta, and Özdemir (2007) studied students’ opinions about blended learning environments and their findings proved that students generally have positive opinions about them. The results of the study also proved that high interaction between students and instructor exist in this type of environment, which supports the findings of Akkoyunlu and Soylu (2006), which indicated high demands for face-to-face interaction in online learning. 

The lack of face to face interaction between students in online classes also eliminates the connections and camaradary between the students during the course.  The existences of these connections make students excited about practicing their understanding for the curriculum, share their experiences, exchange ideas, while having the support they need from their peers.  On the other hand, not having these connections opportunity, leads to negatively affect the community bonds and the support that comes naturally in the traditional classroom. Rovai and Jordan (2004) studied a causal-comparative design to investigate the relationship of “sense of community” between fully online, traditional classrooms, and blended higher education learning environments. They found that blended courses create a sense of community among learners that is stronger than both, traditional and fully online courses. Tinto (1975, cited in Rovai & Jordan, 2004) also argued that drop outs are due to inadequate interactions of higher education students with peers and instructors. It makes sense that if and when students lack the support during their learning process, it builds frustrations, which would may affect their decisions regarding continuing their education in online classes.  Evidently, an online or web-based learning environment offers a flexibility that cannot be guaranteed in a classroom environment, while face-to-face classes provide the social communication that students need for learning. So, the integration of these two environments into a blended format reserves the advantages of both learning platforms (Akkoyunlu & Soylu, 2006).  Hence, it was concluded that blended learning can be considered as an efficient approach of distance learning in terms of students’ learning experience, student-student interaction as well as student-instructor interaction and is likely to emerge as the predominant education model in the future, Taybinik  2012. 
In another academic study, according to Echo360 study - the ME2U research project (conducted at the University of Sussex), it was found that students using blended learning technology to view recorded content prior to assessment often produced higher scores. This finding highlights the benefit of online resources that are followed by face to face interaction. This blended format provides peer feedback, teacher-students engaging discussion and maximize the understanding for the target taught concept.  On the other hand, if students solely depend on technology resources such as electronic communications, e-readers, or audio clips, that will leave students with unanswered questions and knowledge gabs, which will negatively affect their attitude toward their study and their learning quality. There are numerous surveys conducted by educational institutions that shed the light on the effects of blended learning. For example; the Feedback Loop is a student survey program supported by Echo360 that aims to provide both institutions and the higher education industry as a whole with a consistent tool to measure ongoing perceptions about blended learning and lecture capture, taken from www.echo360.com/studentsurveys.  Here are some findings from this survey: 
· 84% of surveyed students responded that the ability to study both online and in class improves their understanding of course concepts. The important role blended learning technology plays in helping students retain curriculum is reflected in the considerable number of students using it to reinforce their comprehension of concepts presented in class.  

· In a related survey, the majority of students (68%) indicated that they would recommend a blended learning course as a result of their satisfaction with their learning experience. 

·  Another survey in the same study stated that students like to engage in study social media discussions with their peers, nevertheless, they seldom interact with their instructor. One of the advantages of traditional class is that students get to meet their instructors and engage in immediate conversations. Usually, these conversations can adopt some unstructured responses which lead to more communication channels for the students to inquire and gain more knowledge from their instructors.  

As stated from the Echo360 publication; Blended learning technology, ME2U Project Findings on Blended Learning:

·  Blended learning increased student understanding of course material

·  Recorded content that explained key concepts was rated highly by students

·  Accessing recordings improved assessment performance of some students

·  All staff who participated in the project would recommend the technology to colleagues. 
It is obvious from this survey that students favored blended learning over only traditional class or only online classes. While online classes give the  students the flexibility in completing as many tasks at their convenience  , face to face environment give the students the peer support that motivate them while giving them also the opportunity to connect with their instructors as to maximize their knowledge.  
One study’s findings minimized the effectiveness of blended learning over online learning. This study was conducted by HD Lim, Morris and Kupritz, University of Tennessee 2009; Online vs. Blended Learning: Difference in instructional outcomes and learning satisfaction. This study investigates differences in instructional and learner factors between two groups of learners exposed to online only and blended delivery formats, respectively, in an effort to compare learning outcomes and other instructional variables between online and blended delivery methods; Lim, Morrise Kupritz 2009 said. The participants in this study were from the Human Resources Development program from the same university. They came from a wide range of ages and they all had experience with at least one online class. In its review, this study equally pointed out the advantages and the disadvantages of the online learning. Some of the online learning advantages were that it gives access to education regardless of the geographic locations, provides learners with flexibility modes to continue their study and deliver an immediate training solution to the private sector organizations’ employee,  Morrise Kupritz 2009 said.  Conversely, the study  pointed out the online learning mode’s disadvantages, for example, limitation in students’ participation in learning events unless they are active learners by nature and the lack of community belong where students do not find the willingness to share feeling and emotion regarding their study with other students and instructors. The major thrust of blended instruction is to overcome the shortcomings of online instruction and utilize various instructional sequencing and delivery strategies to enhance learner satisfaction while also achieving increased learning outcomes, Lim, Morrise, Kupritz 2009 said. The researchers suggested some definitions for blended learning, such as: (a) a learning method with more than one delivery mode being used to optimize learning outcomes and reduced cost associated with program delivery, (b) any mix of instructor-led training methods with technology-based learning, and (c) the mix of traditional and interactive-rich forms of classroom training with any of the innovative technologies such as multimedia, CD-ROM, video streaming, virtual classroom, email/conference calls, and online animation/video streaming technology, Lim, Morrise, Kupritz 2009. The study findings indicated that there is no significant difference in the learning outcome between the two modes; however, the significant difference existed in the instructional and the learner factors, Lim, Morrise, Kupritz 2009. I respectfully argue that these findings do not reflect an accurate conclusion, particularly if we take a closer look at the data analysis for this study. When students were asked about Reasons for High Learning by Delivery Format ( Online vs. blended learning format ) 66% agreed that the instructional effectiveness was higher in blended learning compared to  47% in favorer of online learning. When students were asked about Reasons for lower Learning by Delivery Format, twice as many students indicated they experiences a lack of understanding with online learning, as well as a lack of interest in learning contents.  For fairness, it was also evident that blended learning did not exceed by much in some categories such as lower Learning by Delivery Format, there was insignificant difference when asked about lack of personal effort.  Nevertheless, despite the differences between the two formats, the advantages and effectiveness of the blended learning format has a greater impact on the education and the learning process. Further, another pitfall for this study is that the participants only experienced at least one online learning class. The weakness of the dependences on only the online learning format can be magnified or minimized by the nature of the subject taught.  As a result, I expect that as participants have more experiences in different subjects, then the disadvantages of the online format will be more apparent, and will reflect in the research data.  Accordingly, I anticipate that researchers will be able to make a more precise distinction between online and blended learning formats.   
Ever since the technology emerged in our education system, it has always been questionable whether online classes will take over the traditional classroom; or in other words, is the online class format better than the face to face classroom setting? Undoubtedly, within the realm of the technology resources and its contribution to the educational institutions and private organizations, the online learning format brought enormous benefits equally to students and educators.  However studies and research findings, as highlighted earlier in this paper, show that both online and face to face classroom setting complement each other for optimum learning experience results. They both generate a better learning format which is blended learning. Although, some studies questioned the range of effectiveness of blended vs. online learning, yet it admits some of the solely online learning disadvantages such as; the lack of motivations, lack of peers support, and heavier workload. On the other hand, the blended learning has proven to increase the motivation for students, connect teacher and students, which leads to more productive communications and increases the students’ perceptive of the course contents.   With these advantages, it’s no surprise that blended learning is experiencing a dramatic upsurge in popularity. Today, student demand for blended learning courses continues to outpace most institutions’ ability to meet the growing need, 2012 student’s survey, echo360. 
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